Cyrus Meredith talks transcript.

There are about 24 pages here which are
transcripts of cassette tapes which recorded
the talks given by Cyrus Meredith about the
roads, turnpikes, travel, and people in the
Mid-Wales area, especially concentrating on
Llanidloes. Transcribing the tapes must have
been a laborious and difficult task, hence the
many corrections, and amendments to the
finished text. I don’t know when Cyrus gave
the talks, but I guess that it was probably in
the 1970’s. I have not been able to discover
much about Cyrus, but I can see that he had
a very detailed knowledge of the area and
the people. The knowledge and information
contained in this transcript 1s invaluable ma-
terial for researchers. because much of the
content 1s first hand information, and this
may be the only source.
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Last week, as you no ﬁoubt remomber, we :ggpover the story of
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the tirst MethodistsEJ%ngelists coming 1&%0 this area, and please
reweuber that at that éﬁme, and for q/isng time afterwards, it
wvas a movement within tﬁc Church, f@hey did not accept the name
non-conformist, but they‘wOre really, as I said last week, a
pep group as it were inaiue tho Church and we have to pick up the
story again later on, but I yrled to deal with it in some fullnes:
because it is such an impo Qnt landmark in our history. I have
here a little leaflet whigh séme of you have got, I'm sure, -
this io Mrx, Ilugh Jenkiyﬁ' booélot which was issued at the time
of the centenery of the Wesleyan chapel in Llawryglyn in 197%
and in it he v@uﬁ ugh the coping of the Methodists to
Llawvryglyn as a ékground to theastudy of £his Causc in the last
century, but thq;Zarly pages here\are a very good swmuary of
much of what wo wexre doing last week about Iow:ll Harris in the
parish of Trefogitys. If you havelnt got a copy of this, I
would advis  you to beg, borrow or sﬁfal one, WQ11> as I say,
we touchod on that subject last week apd Janes Deaunont's letter
about his-reception in Llanidloes and Trefeglwys , and the replic:
to the Bishop of Bangor's queries of 17 .
Now this evening I want to pick»uﬁlzﬂé quéégaz;ﬁof the roads of
this district to begin with, and then we will pass on to somethin;
else aftexrwards, I want you to remcmber that when we were talkiﬁ
about lowell Harxris here in the middle of the 1l8th century, in |
the 17508, there was practically no wheeled traffic - it was
almost all walking or horsoback, Someone told us)towards the en¢
of the century)that there were only two coaches and théy were
private ones in the whole of Montgomeryshire. Anybody going
anywhere, went on horseback if it was a long ride, or they
walked if it was a short onme, Prof, Dodd wrote about two years ‘
before he died that in the middle of the 18th century a Welsh

journey was a bye-word, Gontlemen naturally went on horseback
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and the family coach was still restricted to short journeys in
level country - around about the Welshpool area or pm in Flint-
shire or on the coast of North Wales, but not here in Montgomery-
shire, Now riders took short cuts and they used the bridle
roads - even though it meant riding through ralla, even on the
bjggest rivers and I was told last week that eme or two people
would like a pointer for places we are talking about because thy
take a little time to find them on the map. Well there is

| ut‘,/ Galed
Llanidloes. Well here, beyond Llangurig at Bod 'Rhydé Gawwes,
there's a bridge today but Rhyd; gdled, of course, is a har@
ford - a hard bottomed ford, a ;ocky one, so that tells us that
at one time you had to pass through the Wye at that point,
I can remember as a small boy driving with my father through
the river at Dolwen - it was a wide ford there and there was jdést
a footbridge with a handrail for pedestrians, Similarly, j%@@
near Penwm also up-diere hoyond Llangurigm across
towards Glangwy and Troedyresgair, there was a Iordlthﬂfb ’
thexe was a footbridpge I am told about the time of the first
World VWar and it was a very nasty ford indeed to cross when the
Wye was in floom, Ve shall hear a little later this evening
that there was a ford Ly Glangwden, there was a ford at Corrist
and couplaints about the condition of the footbridge along side,
I am sorry to say that one of the last of these footbridges
which was up the Severn valley near Rhydyronnen, has gone,
Vory very simple, Poumbren - wooden bridgg q@d that's the sort
of thing a home made bridge, and it was across the river there
just where Mr, Edwunds has his ponies up the Severn valley.
Now I want to look at one or two travellors who were here -
people who did leave some record of their journey. Well in
1754, what I might call the liowell Harrés period, DrQPocock,
Bishop of 0&&&{% in Ireland, ['16 came through Llanidloes and he

left a brief recofd. Eight miles from Newtown we came to
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Llanidlos on the Severn, a small, poor town - shauec! -

in which most of the shops are kept by the tradesuen of Newtown,
and are open only on market days, which are kept for the sale

of meat, bread and cattdd, veal sells two shillings a quarter,
kid - young goat - six pence, butter 3%d per 1lb, Mutton is
dear - poor, small sheep sclling for £6 a score, and mutton when
they havo it for 1/8 to 4/- a quarter and very swall, They
have a manufacture of flannel here - it is the last towm on this
side of Plymlimon hill and is but 17 computed miles - I don't
Imow where from - but 30 measured from the western ocean - frou
over at Aberystwyth. They have a mayor and burgesses, put in by
the Lord of the manox élperhnps you will remember that statement,
we shall be talking about it I hope next weel/ . Thore are copper
mines 3 miles off in the parish of that is us of
courso, that's not a bad attempt at Goufron, and
a great number of lead wmines particularly on the DBringle {iI
think he mcans the Rhcidol}~ a little rivalot nearlLlyn Dixddyn
pool - well I thinkahio means the Rheidol and he's brought the
Rheidol which it does'nt come out of the lake Llyn Bgéeﬁlyn -

T think that's what he is trying to getaat, - which belong to the
Mine Adventurcrs and there arec lead mines all the way down therxc
in that valley from Bgéeulyn behind Plynlimon down towards
Ponterwyd. Oon the 9th, I went up the hill to the north‘-{ip.
was'nt to thoe north, I think you will agree with ue 1n»a minut?}
he went up that dreadful road from Shorxt Bridge botween White
llouse and Cae({rhat, ‘iI went up the hill to the north in order t«
go to the rise of Severn. I saw to the right over the river
Llwydiarth ugkthat's not a bad attempt at Clywedog, is it?)
some lead mines beyond Mr, Glyn's of Glyn liouse and further on

a hill called Gaer Fychydd - I think he means Géer Fach,
which must have been the name used in those days Ior Penygaer,
Crowlwm, I saw some lead mines beyond Mr, Glyn of Glyn's and

further on a hill called Gaer Fychydd on the top of whichsis
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a circulap rampart of stones - well that clears it! And of
course, 1if you were riding up past Penybank and along the ridge
towards Maenhinon, you do look down and sce Glyn and you do see
the mines at Bryntail from that top road, and that, I think, is
whexre he went, up that way to Plynlimon, That's Dr, Pocock,
Bishop of {:}Qbﬁ&ﬁQS.5&§£§¥iff$ktkC€

Four years later in 1758, a mining engineor called Francis
Thomson came from Derbysghire and he was finding his way through
to the lead mines at Cwm Ystwyth, I remcuber last winter

Mr. ladford telling me that some of these strange names that
we've got here locally could well be Dexbyshire names, Dorbyshirc
mining. There was a contact between that arca and this -hwre
is Francis Thowson couing through, Well, he rode on horseback
from Shrowabury to Welshpool and Newtown and he noted there
that they had a market hall, Ile also noted that coal costs
25/- per ton in Newtown. Then he came up towards Llanidloes
and he noted that we had a gggzimarket IIall - obviouély a man
with the right ideas - and he noted that coals here cost 30/~
per ton, so there was an extra 5/- for bringing the coal up
from Newtown to Llanidloes, Now the landlord of the Imn,
probably The Lion would be standing in 1756, advised him to go
no further that evening but to put up for the night and he
would give him : guide next day. Well next day, he and his
guide, fﬂ&r travelled very friondly as far aaiGlanguricg /
Well they went to "Glanguric® no doubt thqy passed up by
Penygreen, Felindre and the Glynbrochan route, And there at
Llangurig, I don't Imow whether it was the Black Lion or tho
Bluo Bell, b | thoy had a glass of brandy at 6p amtot and the
landlord of the Inn lent the guide a strong staff about 5 foot
long, woll piped and with a brass cap on the top of it and they

no doubt D T AN
set off,/through the %J«ﬁﬁﬁ by Penygrigyn and up past Glangwy

%
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and Troedyresgair and up that valley, over the top, down

towards Lluest dolgwiel and then they would get into the

Ystwyth valley. Now the rest of his note is outside our area,
but I am going to tell you because I think it is rather interestin
When they got into the Ystwyth valley, they stopped in a little
hut which the guide said was a public house -"the pworest,place
within that I have evexr entered for a public one. Inside were
thice wonmen scated on a honch of turfs ~:aﬁdiphose of you who
have scon blocks of poat will recalise it was a wall of peat built
up and they were sitting on it as on a bencé;z with a small

tub before them into which they put thoe wool that they were pickin
for their business is the making of flamnel," and here in this
little hut he was given soumc barley breadand oat bread, "as thin
as paste board and as hard for they dry it up in the roof of the
housc" It must have been like a biscuit - ships biscuit -

and they could'nt understand a word that Thomson said to then -
they were monoglot Welsh people, and at this point tﬁé guide left
hinm and returned to Llanidloes - not o bad walk really, all the
way from the Lion, right through Llangurig over the top, down
into the Ystwyth valley and back again.

Well I've got another story of a walk, much the same period,

and it was preserved in a drawer full of papers at Pantdrain,

The $rices of Pantdrain had lived there for severa1%ﬁ2§g§§§§§W“
and the late Mr, Tom Price's father was Churchwarden at Llangurig
for sixty years. There's a tablet in the church which tells

you that ¢ Sixty years Churchwarden -« and his father before hin
had becn a werden and ovorseer in Llanguripg and they had this
drawer stacked full with what were tremendously intoresting
docunients., I was allowed to borrow a few and after the death of
both Mr. Price and Mrs, Pricg, thanks to the kind offiees of
Mr.8rtfyl Evans and other people, we got hold of these documents

Vi
and took then oéev to the National Library in Aberystwyth.
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They are there now. And this brief note - a suall piece of
paper - and it said:- 1798, lMarch. The Parishioners of the
parish of Llangurig to Evan Evans - it's a bill -~

For a journey to lMexrthyr Tidfield () to scarch for David Thomas.
Expenses. At the Newbridge on VWye, Ale 2p, bread & cheesec 75p
At Built%h Night's lodging 1/6, breakfast at the Inn Op

At Brecon Dimmor and Ale 1/2p Chapel Nantyrhyd Ale 2p
bread and cheese 3p. MHexrthyr, Ale 2p.

Return for home: At Drocon dinnexr and Alo 1/-p

Capel Cwnan; night's lodging 1/4; Capel Uchaf, Breakfast 6p;
At Builth, dinner and ale 1/2, At Newbridge on Wye, night's
lodging, 1/4. Rhayader, breakfast, 6p. Total 10 shillings.,
Lost of time, 5 days., 5/~ Total bill 15 shillings,
And on the back is written :~ A Bill from Evam Evans,
Hafodfraeth. That is written 'by one of the Prices to say what
it was, You will notice there was no stabling of a pony, ther's
no feeding of a pony - he mustahave walked -~ a round trip, I
have worked it out, of 120 miles, The first day Llangurig to
DBuilth 273 miles; the second day right over the Eppynt, that
mountain behind Builth, 36 miles, and probably slept in Merthyr,
The third day Merthyrto Lower Chapel, coming back, 25 miles;
Lower Chapel to Newbridge, near 16 miles; and on the last day
Newbridge to Llangurig,l18 nmiles, We don't know what David
Thomas had done, we don't know why they wan?ed him in Llangurig,
and we don't know whether they were‘7ﬂxxi£$xﬁda but I do hope
that journey had not been in vain, That was 1798, Now there
are lots of old roads around here that goi;traight as ?@e crow
flies, straight as you can get, from A to B, I_nean é;om
Llanidloes he4is, if you wanted to get over in the Aberystwyth
direction the simplest thing to do walking or on a pony would
be to go up Penygreen Road, Felindre, climb pp there by Cefn
chapel, straight along the ridge, you come down and cross the

Bidno and thenliget out on to the Llangurig Road this side of
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Glansevern Arms, near the Plynlimon Cafe as it is now, That

is one of the direct routes. Anothereone was the road that
people followed up this way past where the school is now - they
would go up as far as Glandulas, Pentre, and then turn up the
river there at Pentre, cross a ford by Penpompren and come by the
mill, and then from the Mill there were roads radiating, one
coning back across the main road to Bont farm, another one going
up on to the hill and another one following the glem through
what ismow Cwmbelan, These roads wandered about, regardless
of the route that's taken today. Other people coming here frou
the hills the other side beyond Glandulas Caravan camp, theay
would come straight down the hill, and I remembexr in my child-
hood there was & footbridge that was nuch used, IH Lower Glanduls
land, co ; and people came down over the river and into
the town that way, taking a direct route, This route that I
spoke of going over the top by Cefn chapel, it went very close to
Maesybrynner and Edward Hamer, the Historian, tells us that

just by Maesybrymner there was a pub, Tavern Y\?#ch, the Sow Imm,
which was wmuch frequented by travellers, You see they needed

a drink after they had walked up there on the top. Well, that.
was the sort of way they went, It's very hard to find a sort
of unregenerate road to mention to you today because the
Montgomeryshire County Council have done such splendid work

on our roads - the old County Ccouncil - I bhhink we've got

some of the best bye-roads in the whole of Wales - and farmers
have done up their own approaches an%;}%‘g:;iffieult ‘but this
afternoon I was down at Four Crosses looking at an empty house
there with a mile length driye” and that reminded me of the soxt
of roads I would like to }alk to yo about, Itenever had any
tarmac on it - it was on; series of large potholes filled with
dirty water and I crawled in'the car at about 2 miles an hour

along it, And that is what our roads were like, n
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It's very hard to uhderstaud that until the days of the T%Eﬁfvvu&u
Macadam, there were tﬁgae potholes all over the roads and they
were very, very narrow, because there was a grass verge and then
a gutter‘and then the road with a crown on it, and I can remember
in the early days of motoring going with my father and uy
brothexr towards Llangurig and we came up behind Mx, Middleton

in his bakef's cover?imaﬁﬁt and he was deaf, and my father blew
the horn because was in the middle of the narruw road between”
here and-blangurig and at last I, or my brother, I forget which,
jumped out and ran past him and asked him to please go to the
gide of the road,because we couitd'nt pass. That was botween
here and Llangurig. When the Methodists in Llandinam built
theiyr first meeting house(yhile they were still members of the
Church? they built a meeting house on the spot’where the village
school now stands and that was Mr., Breeze's garden and the Deeds
tell us that this garden is bounded on the west side by the
footpath leading to the Churchyard at Llandinam and on the south
gide by the highway leading from the village oY Llandinam over
tefm to Newtown and those of you who know Llandinam
village will kmow that if you pass the school you get into the
most appalling little lane ai—the—head-thoxe, and that was the
main road from Llandinam to Newtown, And it went climbing up
there, past where Plasdinaum is now, up towards Little London,

and there was an Inn thore - the Cross Keys - and the cottage
still bearﬁpg ﬁpe nawe~ and then over Pemstrowed hill and dowm
towards Litnginen. Tt was a hilly route but that was the direct

route,
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On the Llandinam Enclosure maps which I shall show you, I hope,
before the end of this class, there is a road pgﬁ% coming up
from Glanfeinion - (pere is Llandinam and there is Glanfeinion -
and there are the Llandinam hills and there is a roadamarked
over the top there, past Borth and up past Cae Lluest and on
the map it is clearly marked "To Llanbadern Fynﬁ&dd" so that |
anybody going from here went straight over the top to Llanbadarn
Fyn%?dd, and ceming—up-hewe at Llidiartywaen the road t goes
from the Talbot near Croesffynnon and over the Pegwns, that has
written on 1t “"Hoad to Penybont" and you Imow Penybont is beyor
Abbey Cwmhir dqnﬂ\yhprnxnear Crossgates and that is the road over
the top of the Llandinam hills, marked "Road to Penybont" -
people just went over the top. Over here in Carmo, people
coming from Carno to Llanidloes, and John Marsh the Town Clerk
qﬁg;t to live in Carno and he came over hare to his office, which
wvas th(\room behind the present Post 0ffice, he came over the top
and he wgpld just take this route from Carno up-here past wheyxe
the Tabg& chapel is now, down to Gleiniant and so to Llanidloes.
And a man writing in Carno about th(E,Trawscoed area referred to
the road to Llanidloes, so it must have been known as the road
to Llanidloes « the one coming over the top. Unfortunately,
you can't drive along it today because there's a piece missing
on it which thoy have‘ﬁt done up, You can go to Tabel’chapel
an fx/st beyond you have to give 1{ up  you-camot-take-a-car
there-anyway . ”lel I hope I've shown you that there were
a lot of thesse oross country routes that were in use, Now the
roads themselves, they've always been neglected and in the days
of Queen Mary Tudor 155%, they tried to put the responsihility
on the parish and from 1555 onwards the parish had to look after
the roads, They_Jjointly looked after the main roads and the
Haal v

various lqea. 8, the smaller areas or townships, looked after

the parish roads, Well it fell very hard on a parish like
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Llanguripg, They had to look after the main road from the

Eisteddfa boundary rigit down the valley her¥, right.down as

far as Glandulasf That was their pigeon. Llanidloes, on the
other hand, only had from Glandulasg through the town to Dolwen,
and you were in Llandinam after that, wa&twgicause it fell -
heavily upon them, they were badly neglected ery occupant
of a holding of land worth £50 or q;zzyiad to supply a cart, a
teant of horses and two men, and every other able bodied men in
the parish was to give his labour, and that service had to be
rendered freoe for four days in the yoar. You think of the
people in Llangurig repeiring all that road and four days doing
1tJ¢..A11 they did, of course, was to take a cart load of stones
fré& the river and then tip some into barrows and tip them into
the potholes and that was te“do - ypfl think of the distance that
had to be ropaired. The roads wore shocking and then when a
cart came and got into the loose stones in the pothole, they all
shot out and it was as bad as ever afterwvards, Unqiip{?u cone
to the days of McAdam - not tar Mcadam, just Mhadam%pfwo$¥ broke
the stones and then thoy were packed down, You've go ‘%% breal
them 1f you pack them, putting them in as they are, without
being broken was no good at all, Now this was statute labour
that they had to do. After some years thoy made it six days<—
people had to do it, and-not—four, but that was'nt much good
either., Also, by the time we reach the‘middlc of the 18th
century, the Howell larris period of last—week, the construction
of‘roads and bridges so worried them in Wales that it became the
respbnsibility of Tuxmapike Trusts, These Turnpike Trusts were
to look after pﬁ? roads and t4¢ bridges and there were several
Acts of Parliament - lots of Acts of Parliament - establishing
these Trusts, They had one in the Shropshire area and they
gradually came towards us - the Shrewsbury one was 1758 and we

_ ool
got the first one in Montgomeryshire in 1769, That jo an



poople were still liable to give their sexrvices ~ the tolls Aid'st
reallyﬁgt;::neugh Zor it. One of the early roads that was
turnpiked is the road from Newtown, through Aberhafesp to
Llanwmog, It is 8t1ll very twisting and it has & great wany
ups and downs in it, That was a road that was improved., The
road from Llandinam yf here is a much later comstruction, It's
got long straight strotches and it's pretty flat, That was a
completely different road made at a later date, If you want ¢o
know what theae early turnpike roads wore like, you can find

an unspoiled portion if you go to Cwmbelan and turn up on the
right, just as you leave the village, and all along the side

of the hill there is a road ruuaing there, going tgg;ugh a

small farm just beyond and above Cwmbelan and couwes ﬁowglgyain
near Bwlchgarreg,ug@;g;at will show you what a turnpike road was

like -~ how narrow and how very bad it was, Later on, of course

it was by-passed by the modern road, Incdentally; here—is-ihe

LA

riMnr;DulnaMcomingmdoun,~a5»i"&&id,&2ﬁéFold road used to go up

hqzb by Penpompren and cross and there was that road up there
to Cvubelan another road going to the top of the hill, another
coming over here to the Bont farm s and then in the heyday of

‘turnpikes they ran the road up hore ahd made a new bridge like

‘that and you cut that lane, and you cut that lane, and join

that one, And woo you sce they are doing it yet again - they

% are coming up here to the bridge and going'like this; this time,
E so it is quite a history book ofumroads round about Cwmbelan,

But while you are motoring now you realise that this woad is
entirely new and cuts the road to the Bont faym and that cutts
gbing up therm & joins further on, qglf 1769 then, we had
this Act, and they divided Montgomeryshire up into three

districts -~ three areas. One was the road from Welshpool up
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by Brynderwen bridge, both sides of the river Severn to Newtown,
Penstrowed, Llandinam by DBerthddu to Llanidloes and th i\
through Llangurig to 'Steddfa, that's the road going,nﬁkt&ﬁg
Cwubelan, That was one of the roads, Another road that they
turnpiked tpdh in the very begimning 1769, was from Llanwrin to
Machynlleth and over the hall to Llanidloes, In other words,
tha@ road over Dyii#b and Staylittle gq? was a turnpike road
from the early days and you can get & vexry good idea of what
those roads were like if you go to Staylittle, ,come—ulx 2;6 to
Staylittle, and instead of going to Dylife, take the road to
Rhiwdyfeity, leave your car in the yard of Rhiwdyfeity - you
see a milestone in thF yvard and open the gate and go through
and you are on the 3§npike road, It's unbellieveable because
it's just hacked out of the rock and it Just runs right along
the top of the ridge and that was a road for which you had to
pay a toll frow Llanidloes to Machynlleth in 1769. The third
district they had was round about Llanfyllin, Now we were
very, very lucky hqpﬁ in having only these three districts. Do’
n Radnorshire and Qpnn’in Breconshire they had far too many
districtes and ecach district had its own téeketvf/éate - and
of course 1f you were going a long journey in Radnorshire you
might pass through six different distriots and pay gix times,
If you started off in VWelshpool and camoe to Llanidloes, you
wore in the same district all the way, so that the one ticket
VLR MR O ol
you got would take you through every gate. That is;z?y we had
no Robecca Riots in Llanidloes, while they had lots of them in
Rhayadexr and other places, People here had nothing to complain
about, but of course they wanted to get through as many gates as
possible in a day and if a man?%aa going ‘to Llanymynech for
g;ne - a 1oca1 fa;;€;¥~ he would get down to the firstagate
d&unvogder bottom of the Lower Green - he'd get there just
before midnight and as soon as midnight had passed and they
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agreed that it was Monday or Tuesday, off he would go with his
tioket and that would take him through all the gates end he

would get a long way in the one day, Bear that ir mind that
these Trusts were few in this area - only three-~ but very nunerous
in other counties., Now they appointed about 200 Trusteos,

axd why off earth,ﬁﬁey had so wmany, to xun these roads, and it's
quito a roll call of people in this axea, Thomas Bowen of
Tyddyn, Thomas Bowen of Tyddyn, Junior; Price Davies of Macsmawy,
Jolin Davies of Aberbiga, Jolm Edwards of Clochfaen - he must have
boen a tenant I supposc there - John Edwards of Garth, Richard
Evans of Llanwnog, Cdward Bvans of Glyn, John Hexrbert of Parc,
Willianm lowell of Llanidloes, the Rev, John Ihwmiphyeys of Trefeglwy:
Robert Ingram (that would be 0ld Hall) Lieutenant Colonel
Valentine Jones ( he was the man who when he'd gone up one jhrade
‘%nd becoue a Genaral, h¢ built the Trewythen) Evan Jones, the
Wythi&n Jones - his brother)r the Rev. Roderick Jones of
Llanwnog, Rodoerick Jones of Llanidloes, Thomas Lloyd of
Llwynhyddod, ILdward Lloyd of Berthlwyd, Thomas Marsh of Penrhmdd}ar
Thomas Maysh, the younger, Goorge Meexs, David Owen of Glandulas
Richayrd Owen of tho senc, Owen Owen of Glyngymnwydd, up the-long
~to-Llangurig; wnder-theold rallway—tine,
and-that—hoasd there, Glyngyunwydd,kfgothe home of the Owens,

th on the-

the Inuaphreys Owens of Glanseveim, Derriew, who owned this land
in Llangurig and they also had land righit up there towards
Manod, hence the Glansevern Arxms on the banks of the Vye - very
contusin&?i?qﬁohn Price of Pantdrain , the Rev, Edunnd Price of
Llangurig, Bag#ot Reed of Llandinam Hall, Morris Stephens of
Llanidloes, Morris Stephens of Berthddu, RichardeSwancott of
Llanwvmog, Joln Tilsley of Llandinam, Those are somoe of the
trustees é?"?ﬁ:{zoo. They(:gg<toll gates and thoy could charge
at the toll gates and I will gilve you the charges in a moment,

o
but on th&ﬁ nap of Llanidloes made in_ 1823 I think, betre you see
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the town and here is the C£$§33;§4§a110y, hexe—goes—down—towards
Bewthlwyd-and—voundDol-Llys way, T.G, - Toll gate - just
over the Long Bridge, TG 0ld Toll Gate, nbar where Mr, Gareth

Morgan used to live, just past Mr, Dewl Davies! house there.
TG - toll gate here beyond Penygreen, that is the cottage still
standing Qx’the corner there where Dolenog is now.  Another
Toll Gate Q?wbeao—by Gland%EkL, Incidentnlly, you see the |
bend in the river bthere, an enormous band,;thege vas a flood
and it broke through like=thet, and went down towards Derthlwyd,
and all this part remainod a backwater with moorhens i and they
are now making it into a grave for motor cars! That is rather

off the point but it just shows you that you can see that bend

thé?é if you go along beyond the cometexry and up on the hillside

m Cavvl o
- nd’

wronts byl s
thexre i &" &ouble hedge—which- re post the

the river used to come xound

electricity sub-station, and g%;% is the place they are rilling

up with motor carsy , jus: roke—tliToupgh

and T

LHO, From this wap you can roalise that
the breaking through was sometime after 13830 and it did
snother breakiwg through odfpat some flecdedtHEo—up near
Dolenog, and if you were 1 go wandering ahout hexre now, it
Qw\, \,@V VRO
has 3 broken*“Erougﬁﬁliﬁﬁ“tﬁﬁt‘—and left this ourious island
Aoli et
with again of moorhens living anthat—sider
Anywoy-here-are—the-toll gates on that map, Well the Trustees
were to re-build the bridgos, repair them, widen the roads and
put milestones on, You can see a milestono at Rhiwdyfeity,
'you see several milestones on the road between here and the Van,
(as well as the wilestones on the road to Llangurig, The people
v{ %ﬂlﬁpaﬂu 8t111 had to de—this work on the roads, they did'nt escape it
because the toll was'nt enough to keep the road really in repair
The toll just helped to keep them in repaixr and the lesger ﬁoads

WON) AN
were still the parish responsibility, I have feund the names
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of those two bousdés - Coedcochion Faqh, I bet you kmow where =]
that holding i1s on—xho—ﬁéde—tharo, and the houqe that used to be
called Penywern - thataa&-the 01d road thorep ‘Now the road
going qﬁ»towarda Llangurig, you must'nt think oi it exactly as it
is today, On a very old wap, I find that thg rQad from Llangurg
up the valley went through Ty'nddol fanﬁuyardﬁ ?Mell now it is
on a higher level, just above the farmyard, Aiao uho wap shows
that whon the road reached the Bidno, it tun;s} ufx the DBidno and
not past Rhosgoch but ovex the top and came ﬂo&h tﬁrough
Llwynrhyddod. That was the main road. 'I‘Jbej aid'm uind
" going up and down.? And so it went wnnaering along, whén you
got up past Benmett Evanst! of Manod and around the eoﬁner,fgpu
can see the track of the old xoad below you nﬁmﬂntervéls ailia ;
the way to 'Steddfa, It is just a greon grassy terface a&# a YQ*
lowver level helow the road and so it went on to 'Steddfa aﬁd
then dropped sharply beyond 'Steddfersinto the flooxr of the
valley,aﬂﬁﬁdgain when you axe going to Abexystwyth, 1f you can
take your eyes off the road end look over the odgo, you can sgee
the old road as a lane on the floor of the valloyy going-ateny,
The Rev, Richard Warner of Bath, was on a tour through Wales
and he spent the night in the hotel at Devil's DBridge In 1797
and they came from Devil's Bridge thiw-weay towards Ponterwyd
and as you are coming this way the road forks, one bit goes to
Pontorwyd and one comes ever towards Dyffryn Castle, Wo loft
the Iifod Ayms and pursued what the Velsh effect tc call the
Turnpike road to Llanidloes“~ he did'nt think wmuch of it eﬁ~oig&?
/f}or & nile and a half? thon he left it and instead of couing to
DyZfryn Cuﬂtellegzgf nt to Ponterwyd and round the back of Plynlim
Now vhat heve—bthew—got to pay? For every horse or any other
beast drawing a coach or & chariot or or heargse or a
chatiyx, 3p. For every horse or beast drawing a wagon, wain,

cart, tumbrill, drag or sledge, two pence,
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For every horse or other beast laden or unladon and not drawing
anything, one penny, For every drove of 6::0:1, cows, tonpence

a score - that's half ponny each - for evoery drove of oq,é&es,
hogs, sheep, lambs or goats, five ponce a scoxe - that's a
farthing each, And that's what thoy had to:\ ’pay\. Now you can |
gee why the drovers had to find a way of movi:hg across frou
Cardiganshire to Ingland and avoidiw posﬁ:ible toll gates,
qud 12 anyone can tell me the route they m in this arca,

I think X will give you a £5 note - I havo tried aQ hard to find

where thoy go. A gentloman from Abe“ystwyth rang u\p\ Mxt,
sovw’ N\

Roberts! husband about two winters ago, mwnrm@—m—and
*: A M i

noither -Hr,-Rohorts—or I could give thofi gay tradition iz}\gia
areaa& where the drovers eﬁn\e, but thoy must hotve coue f£xom N
Cardiganshire, over the hills and avoilding the toll gates, 'i‘i;é\,
top of the Llandinawm hills gr%‘ the obvious route to follow -
there are tracks up there «~ but how do they get théﬁrc - you

come from the Ystwyth valley, you dodge the gate 1%6 at

Botalog, come up Lluestdolgwiel, come down to Llangurig,
somohkow-you-could get from there. I am very tempted to think
they came somewhere across to Tylweh some way and near Glanyrafon
halt there is a ford in the river, Rhyd Tl in ‘f the Ran's
ford -~ and down in the field therc is Zisteddle - public house -
vhat it's doing away from the roied, down by the river, I don't
lmow".';g » I wondex 1f they camne that way., DBut no-one can say

Mmrmldmthcr told mo thot they used to bring cattle tlm’i‘way.
v



TURINPIXI ROADS

jé oz \ \A/\hfv'\gy\)(z,w TR

]Lﬂ through Trefeglwys to join the road dowm
liere, so that road over the top of Gollilefrith was turnpiked
/\(\‘2 \\M'V\ QA,Q \’wa)(/)
in 1773. Thoy also turnpiked the road up by the Felindre - thoy

made a bridge there and you had to pay a toll as you came in frou
Llangurig. People had been using that road through Pencroesau
and dowm past Dlyydyromicn -inrs, loluies? I“xouse/\‘a - {downn through

G¢lynbrochan, slipped in by Felindre and got into the town without

~"\!(

JAL
paying a toll. So now thgywarﬂwgoiﬁgmﬁowhave a toll gate on that

\(‘w\"
road. Thoy also decidod to have a toll: ‘on the r#ad frou Tylwch

to Llanidloes - frou Llanidloes to the confines of the county nca:
PTylweh - and fron Hantyeleddauw, over Vacngelli Felfd to join the
road fron Tylwech to Llanidloes. Proit Nantyeleddau over Vaengell:
Pelln -~ that was to be a turnpiko road with pgates and tolls,
Vell, Vaengelll Folfn is Ldiﬁ £lat arca just this side of
Llidiartywaen school, It was opon cormion land and there werxce
rpatos at Llidiartywaen - tho gates of he coilkion - and the road

Nenil ‘ W e 3w%‘
couiing over there was o Wo turnpiked but it started at 1 niyveledd

ok Q\\N\:y? Qg
llow Hnné§919ddwu ~  deE—srott 30 through Llidiartywaen and you pass
&

i (ﬂ kk\ <3 L
below WVing Cd;l hyan' house and xpﬁxﬁgss Beulah chapel, and you

i %= g
»Wuﬁ~w"s 11111 and so on, éventually you do down

the hollow and reach a byrook and then up zig-zagging to the forest

pass the turning to

Qa—%hcfroad. Vell that b%%ggkat t%g hotton tbdfo is &hyd-§~
g&gﬁ&éﬁﬁuk that is thce foxd of %hekbizﬁig;;iso Nant‘g Qiﬁﬁhﬁ?u
gt bo the brook they are thinking about and that road was a
turnplke road , a toll road. It's in no condition today, s0
yhat rmust 1t have been lilze in tho 10th century Agd vou paid
yvour to#ld at ome end, just ncar Pantydwr shop andtéﬁis end you
p%iﬂ at:a toll gatc just at the turning to Ir, Evan Horgen's faru

at Bryndu. ; 1&5 top of Dryndu, just whexrc the &&ne goes in -

thoere was a toll house - thoy wonld catch you ‘one end or the othex
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And by placing the tollgate there by(yr. Evan Morgan'ékgﬂf’

chey caught both the streams of traffic from Llidiartywaen and

fron Tyidch, wiéﬁ one gate, Thas-was %n.importapt po%&} not to

i\.«a—
have to pay two atp keepers, They found here-thai--this toll
wos Baeg ws Gkl Font’
gate théfe would cateh the traffic coming qun fron ve aamd

Trefeplwys but by moving tho tollpate anaror the ridge, it
E*&fitoc‘«ic u,\, -,
could serve th¥s<xoad and that Oﬂe, so that you get the tollgate
there at a latex datoe. A pood nany yveaxys ago, I was standing on
the Long, Bridge once day and I uiet and had a chat with Mr, David
Cadwan's grandfather. e was then a very old gentleman and I
said to him, "My, Caduman do you reuiomber the tollgate?" and hie
sald "Of course I do, it was therc where the baiboo tree is -
the conker tree, the chegtnut troe.," 82Ft had double doors like
a stable " he sald "I thinlt T can gee the wonian now with her
slecves rolled up leaning over the door waiting,% To him it
was coupleteoly vidid, this old toll liouse with two gates, one
onQQQ?g road, and the two pates names axre still remémberod
th;}éégfgate and Vestrate Stroetg. One day I vas looking at a |
wap in Denton Clark's office and it was a uaﬁﬁor of the town

)

draing - I don't know what made rie look at it - and on the map
of the towm drains there %;;xthis&map:é(‘here's the Long Bridge
and the Van Road, there's the Treofeglwys Noad and thero's the
toll bar. It was cleoarly dyvawsr just where the chestnut tree
stands , therc was a gate there and a gate there, and a iittle
gate for pedestrians at the silde of it and that's the vroad
poing down to Iy, Phillilp Dennett's housc at Franhkwell. Thore
usod to bhe a tollpate thore at one time, but that was gc*nppod,
and the onec by Gareth lMorgan's was scrapped and we got this one
to sexve the purposF“ There is the lltt%&,chapeILwhich is now
part of Sandringhmi:afk Now bhogo strong gate posts tiewo and
heavy gatcu agrossand’ whe? the tollgates were rewoved in the
NN 71

1&303, khoever wags then at Cambrian factory rmst have acquired

then



digcontinue the lane or way leading f£rou the Short Dridge at
Llanidloes by Penrhiw to " By an Act of

Parlianent that road was blocked and that I think must be the

‘lla P ite e

explanation of Iighgate. There will be a gate at the bottom

and White Ilouse used to he called IHighgate House and Cae'rhaf

wore Ilighgate cottages,.~ stopping up that road. Also they
Aot

stoppoed thﬁa,road the lgne oy way leading from Llanidloes to
GW \1«5 ve s \“ e et W
Brynpyllog i o road that thoy were using to dodge

the tollgates, and 1t was to be closed nowsy On the enclosure

mapgﬁnf pl?nidloeglbrynpvllog is the side of the Gorn,¢s¢\ﬁ%at
pA PR t&xx ok Ehe Lavws
theae Trustoog Imow they put o tollgate by Mr. Evan Morgan's

) k""\ ’C*ii Mw,fd

lame on Bryndu, whnf/the farnola of Llidiartywoaen wouid b ken

9 L PN i’
irmediately do, woulﬁdhé‘ﬁb go to Cofugwilgl and comne down over
the top of the Gorn and thxouga—what we lolow as Ysgubox Capel
and Vell Lanc and get into the town that way. So thegl?ne

ol aX oni S

going from Well Lame - 1t!g®under tho roilway thexe-ymw - it's

o
a droadful lanc‘k roing up past Yegubor Capel ~ amet thet was
closed by Act of Parlianont to stop people dodging. Will you
plecase note that there was no road that we call Gormn Roud(;&iaﬁk
thats a woll made road with good gradient, which rmust have been
made by the ninexs to wr;yg the lead down fron the Gorn minef ,

ol \.MN&\
in—thon . But the road was ovor the top - Drynpyllog.
WLl \-.s e

I am always interestod %o think that thdée plaecs arce in solerm
Acts of Parliament, rocoxded in London, Tho road to Penrhiw was
blockod and the road over the Goxm was hlocked, So the Trustecs
were, as I said, onc juup ahocad there, There was a gate at one

o

timc? too, just this side Il. & I, Garagos on the Dolwen Ioad,
ggtzaydqfannau. It's always—a very suart house, that one is,
but in a sale cataloguc of 1833, it says “Ornanental and newly
crected cottage on the site of the 0lddToll Ilouse" so the

Toll house was a simpler dwelllng and when they moved the toll

QJ(’
house up towards Llanidloes, ncarer the coal yard, they got rid
€A, , . :
w ; ’ A Cailil e i }«%=: T el gt

of that ewia of ts KCJ yoruy :



asne ai s s
of—+that onoc, I hope now that we've got a.little bit of a
picture of the network of roads around the town £ﬁ§%’ﬁ£& tolls
taken on them, and all this is At 1769. A lot of us

have been brought from childhood to think that the age of stage
coaches - we have no a@dea whether it was 50 years or 500 years -
actually the stage coach era in this part of the world could'nt
possibly begin until the roads were put into some sort pf order.
So you are not going to get stage coaches in this district till
about 1780 or %9 and then you see, when the railway came they
figg;geélxvésxihe stage coach era around here was very short -

a short but a colourful one. Those of you who were at the band
concert the other night will reuewber the "Post Ilorn Gallop"
played by the tutor of the young boy , of course thet yard of tin
as they called it, was carried by every guard on the coach and
they delighted in playing those fanfares as they came into the
towns - it rmst have been an exciting moment when they heard this
titng-being played souiewhere down the Lower Green as yhe coach
camme rattling in up to the Trquthen:A;oingﬁto Llangurig. Now

W\qt‘ \)‘?\Lk L u,)(,“\
the tolls were put up for auctéon and you offered a sunu and you

hoped to squeeze the last penny ygﬁ got and more out of the poor
wretches that went through the gates, Theishrewsbury Chrdniclé
1836 sald there would be an auction - the best bidder would get
the job, and they gave you an average figure. The Bertilwyd
gate makes about £310, so you paid 2310 and vou'd get a bit more
if you were lucky. The Glandulas gate £218, the Brynde¥{ - that
would-be_the -Beymdu—pate, 44 - the Dolhafren - that was the tiw
when it was ovar-h;;;ggy Mr, Gareth Morgan's(— the Dolhafren

Gate (not much traffic along that road) £50. The Frankwell one
up the Van Road <50, The Wig £50 (Now the Wig Gate, the hous
ig still there - you go through Trefeglwys down towards Caersws
and when you get to the top of what they call the Parc pitch
beforw dropping down, there is the house on the left, on old maps

\.Qik

it's called "The Gates") Those were the sort of charges.
7~

mode (

3 Loy : . . ” : ; 2 i ; i
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In a later on€, there's a reference to the Parc Gate - that is

o TR

at Wig -(or Weeg) and there{ng;'n Y Cwn Gate - well you see we
have'nt referred to a gate H@Lin the Llangurig areaz?%gyond
Llangurig. The Ty'n Y Cwn gate was souewhere near the Plynlimon
cafe, between there and Glansevern Arms, and when I made
enquiries I discovered that it is the small house that was for a
time used as a garage in connection with Glansevern Arms - it's
just this side of the llotel, on the side of the road. That is
the old Ty'n ¥ Cwnn gate house, where the toll gate was and that
would catch traffic from Llanguripg and people coming over from
the Bidno valley, - it-would get—yow-theres— They tried to place
these pates strategically. A man called George Kay writing in
1794 said "The Parish roads of lontgomeryshire, with very few
xceptions, are in a most miscrable condition" - those are the
ones around the villages - "and many of the public roads are
little better". And since his previous visit he said "I could
gee no improvement in the roads, though there is no lack of toll
gates, On horsebaclk I could'nt travel two miles an hour,
although on good roads in England I could generally go six miles
an hour," They rust have been in a shocking condition. "There
was one practice in the county which T observed that destroyed
the roads prpdigously , that is the wmanner in which the waggon
wheels were shod." Because now that we've got turnpike roads
we could fairly have waggons on the road. And what he sai&u;g’
that on the wheels theyhhad tremendous great nails sticking out,
Waggon wheels axe abundantly broad but the iron rim is driven on
in short pieccs, whkibh large headed nails projecting for two ox
thrne inchan and they tear up the roade and they add great
resistance to the movement. This mode of shoeing wheels is
very comon in North Wales and may in some degree account for

the nuwaber of horses used in pulling carts and waggons, as well
2/

as the roads being continuélly broken up. Extraordinary idea



to have nails two or three inches long sticking out of the

wheels - goodness knows why - but I can understand they would

tear up the roads dreadfully. And that is an observex in 1794.
@WKM«@'

Thomas Redrest the great naturalist, the man who corresponded

with Gilbert White of Selbourne, ﬁk came through here in 1776

and he was very struclk with the beauty of the road coming up from

Llandinam, :bthe vale goes narrow, it is bounded by lofty hills,

the lower slopes skirted with beautiful hanging woods , those at

3
4

Berthlwyd bheing far the nost,g,n\,uzé »= I think it is very
pgood that the Dorestry Commission should have kept the beauty of
Berthlwyd coppice by planting mixed woods there, so that we have
not got just one carpet of dead green there. Ile said they cane
up to Llanidloes, a small town with a great market Zor yarn and
the goods were sent down in waggons to Welshpool. He talks abou
the Church and about lead and slate being found in the hills and
he said many of the houges are covered with slates around here
or with shingles of wood -~ well I should have added topthat
they are also covered Wwith thatch . lHere ies—e-picture-of-01id
Cilhaul “in-Prefeglwys, and you see it is a- tbatcggd:hnuaa,and a

whO'éésmg;re ﬂg the town at the beginning of the century -

(fhe bigger copy is missing but on this drawing of Lgﬁg Bridge,
here is the Long Bridge gﬁ was going to paint wheneh» got back
hone, qﬁ he has written "thatch, gha_&h" on the roof there.

I have tried to make a sort of 9nigrgement of that so that you c¢
see better at the back of thQ‘;oomf Th&s«is—whereifou coue dowy
from the Van Road and turp down past Frankwell —~(Phillip Bennett‘
housé>~ and there was fhéxégzgg:iigto the town. It was. auite
1mnnésih]n of vourre, to take a wapgon ovor it - tho thlng woul:
collapse at oncg - go the waggon had to go through the river

and pedestr%9ns only would cross the bridge. ~ And these arec the

(Gnnsinnd

houses hq/é}ote "thatch thatch" across. Pexrrett adds one remar

about us - he said, he is quoting from a writer of carlier days,



e

he says "IIumphrey Mﬂjust1§/;élebrates the fertility of
these valleys aroundﬂhefglwthe stature and the bheauty of the
inhabitants," ,Tﬁ;; stigmatises them with the character of
/%donis.m‘ "They are too addicted to useless amusements."
I have here what you wmay call the A.A, book for 1778. This is
the sort of book that a traveller would take in his pocket. This
was given to me by the late HMr. John Brown(& Jack DBrown you know,
~

he and his brother Willie, had the cabinet makers shop& It

just gives a list of places you would like to go through and noteeg
= 4.

-~ T

of them and this ¥b published in 1778. It is very ncarly 200
years ago and I like to think that somobody carried that on a
coach chocking up his route on a map and so on. Pexmaht also
said that he called to sce lMr., John Ivans dﬁén at Llanymynech
and lr. John Evans at his own oxXpensc was making a beautiful map.
Now Mr. John Evans did make this wmap and before the Ordnance
Survey maps were made 1t was one of the fow that we had.

Tt _is net-terribly aecourate— thismég €ardiganshire,
and*he~had*ntwanywtimcwforwGarﬂiganshireywﬁoWhewiefﬁwfhat-nutu
179% - there is Llanidloes, there's Trefeglwys and here we are
at Carno and way down towards lMachynlleth. Ile did his best but
as I say there were no Ordnance Survey people to help him, 80
there are a number of odd mistakes. le nggs the river frou
Llidiartyweg?, ingtead—of rumning it db@n past Glanfeinion to

& el b aad
Llandinam, he brings it dowm to Dolwen and around the hill, that

P o
sort of thing,ﬂ¢”i will leave it up there beuanse“ip's rather

intereating}/‘ You can sce quite distinctly hgfé beyoﬁd Llangurig

ooV
how the road goes up the Didno and rowid by Llwynrhyddodaand

1e§Eﬁﬁ—ﬁhﬁ—riV81M:H@h§”rgﬂd,goes‘aver-theﬂtopwthere. That's
the John Evans lap that Pennant was so interested in, Thatle-
only-e photograph of 1it;-of course, When the Bishop wrote tP

H



theose Clergygéh in 1749 and asked them all the questions, he
said "If I have to write to you, how do I address you - Low do
I get hold of you - with the greatest safety and expedition"
and the Vicar of Trefeglwys said "VWrite to me, Vicar of Trefeglwy
near Llanidloes in Montgomeryshire® The Llandinam Vicar said
"y, Tilsley at Llandinam in the Montgomeryshire and ggiggn Posts
and Llanwnog said " Write to me per the Salop Post, Montgomery
Bag" so what happenced of course was that the lettors were put
into a bag and brought to Montgomery and then distributed from
there and glven to any carrvier who was couing ®his way, and it
night be a fortnight or month before you would get your letter.
oA 1635 a new letter officei;;%ablished in London and ihere were
standard rates, so much a mile and it was worked out on that
nileage. I wonder 1if anyone in the room remewmboers the mile-
stone et Glandulas that used to say at the bottom "London 199
niles® That was for calculating the postal charges, so that you
would Imow what the rate would be.
1660, King Charles 11 re-established the postal sexrvice and
helieve it or not, they reduced the price. It was brought down
from § pence a sheet to threc pence « sheet., When it wae a shect,
you wrote ycur letter , thon you folded it and folded-it-dike
this, and tucked it over and sealed it with sealing wax and put
the address on it. So it was only one sheet and you could sond
that - one sheet, formorly it;was six poence and then for threepen
Marvellous, was'nt it! ind as I think I mentioned before,
that the horse post came from VWelshpool, over to Llangadfan and
Llanerfyl and dowm to Mallwyd and they left if at the Office

R
ey

i
of the Three Cans Pub and that is why it is Cann Office\gf the

three cané} Miss E&é&h—%gwwﬁ' oberts, one time of Llangadfar
LY

discovered that in the National Library. Lord Powis, his Agent
P A

wos going to meet somebody -in Llangadfan at the sign.of the

nig i
Pl = WL S

Three Cans., so that at last we know why it is Cann Office.
e
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"last woeelk I said "Well thore we are, Ladles & Gentlomen" and
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There i€ fr8quent references to thé¢>O0ffice there in the village
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the—poBt office O
The Principal of Jésus College, Oxford ,wds complaining bhitterly
about getting books "N{“;‘ to the Society for the Prowotion
of Christian Iowledge. He'was interested in getting Bibles int.
Vales and he said he had great difficulty in sending books to

Caxmaxthen, but if parcels yere sent to him at Ozford, he would

H
’\

sond thom in six wooks{mgdzéurrior, who comes from Carmarthen

to Oxtord once overy three months, gotting them that way. I have
heon distributing eoue county Historical negezincs this evening
which @p;%w;;'éﬁf¥ﬁinters at Welshpool, they wore then taken to
the County Library at Newtown and I brought 25 of tham gﬂ‘and
brought them along here this evening - trying to do what they wein
doing then, distributing them, A little stdelinoe of this
travel too. Sir Clough Williams Ellis of Port lMeirionm, qg sald
that hiﬂ ancestors, his foreboars, going up to Cambridge, would
go up on pony from Portumadoc, right across Wales to Cambridge.
And when theyBherived there they would sell tho pony 80 that

they did{nt have to pay for its kecp all the term and/zz£§féhcm

a hit wore pocket monoy. That's how they worked i1tws I don't
Imow whether to start another subject, is ittoo latc, ox not

&

to begin, I ask this because when I was taking a class in jAbern

nobody moved., Ten ninutes went by, quartor of an hour and nobody
moved at all. Well I think It1l just give you five nimuteswuees:
if you can put up with it and the seats are not too hard,

Now, I mentioned parish woqdb ungjso on and so foxth, This
We TN, S

question about towmships - The TIFPQ th&s~part“ﬁf all over

~;‘:‘H T
Walesy 1he smallest unit was the Tref, " “these Trefi. Thoy were
d"‘ .v'l},;‘

@
snall arocas, you qﬁy how small, well Glynbrochan was o Trof,
and these wore probably areas that had originally belonged to

one family. They cleared an area, made a faru and the whole
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thing was surrounded by woods and witEd—land, waste land or

congion, And they are the essential units in Wales -~ these Trofi

Thia~aret‘g%?§;gz§§liwypioh I have a blac _line-around;—that is
‘ LWSou a Candvot

cﬁ%ied‘g Capﬁ%afwof Arwystli, in theory a hundred Trefi to make

up that area. That is in theory. Ngy,uheﬁfghese early
prggces“drviaédymitwwasmtoo~big,~séf%ﬁéy“had”a“”““W 77 theve
and a - there.  Vhen the early Christian missioneriee

CCA‘,") L O (,’v\s
came %u.and they made thelr parishes, they—made—the—parish by

uniting po many Trofi or townshipe and that is how they built tho
% ’u\L\'\
up - thdéy were grouped. Well there were nine Trefi in Llanidloo

~ and nine in Ilandinam, only three in Carno, only one in Penstrowe

+ did'nt seem to watter how many there were. And this is ﬁtﬁ
unit of self goverxtuent that pirobably lasted for abeut a thousand
years. It's now gon\aﬂQ \* :ﬁﬂ finished the whole business,
a:dfht one timo these townships were tremoencdously 1mportant,
but they arc so far forgotten that an inlelligent young man asked
me onc day why, on t&ﬁ map vy Llynebyr, why is Treng*written

scross it. Troflevd*he township of the lalje. It %:ant nothing
t £y et @ ?’J

whatsoever to the young rai. Now what wereé;ge se townshlpﬁd§“
Well in Llanidloes, Morfodion, Gilfach Allt, Cefn Croosllwyiean
Treflq?"Manledd, ¢lynhafren Isceoed, Drithdir, Hengynﬁwydd Fach
and Ystradynod, In Llanguripg there was Llanyfyn§/(46 up the
Valleyytéjssai?ungr&Aii dows Dbelow tho village, Glynhafren, that
part of Liangurig which is over towards 0ld Hall, Glymbrochan,
that noods no explanation, Glyngyunwydd, that's couming over towax
Cwisbelan but notw crossing the brook, and over tche brook A
Cefnyfodau. Those were the townshipes in Llanpurig. In Trefogl
Glyntrefnant, Bodaloch, ¥sgei rlag¢th, Dolgwden and ﬂ&oé}goucr

In Llandinam, Tre'r Llan - round the village - Dythenydd up on
the Llandinam hills, Esgairmaen over towards Banhadlog,
Gwerneirin - round the farms‘%léégw;;ﬂén, Maesuawr, Carnedd,

Jow

Hongynwyddk\near Dolwen, I_tihdwic—inthut-area, Rhydfaes, not
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far from Tyddyn. In Llanwnog, Woeg, Sirnant, Ceersws, Esgob qui

Castell, and Uwchlaﬁﬁboed. In Curno,-é%;é;;w Braprosk, Trawscoed
Derliwyn, And in Penstrowed, just one. And if you look at the
one inchamaps you've got in front of you, you will see that the
names are still there written in large type gf/

I think you will find Dethenydd written across thﬂ Llandinam ,

W a;{:}& W Yiow L aasCek
hills. You will certainly find ldan 7 and Llanywerin in
Lianguxige. Sometines Ystradynod is written in large type.

Now no.doubt how ryich they were (?) these townships were all
Imown as Trei Manledd, Tref Moritodion, Tref Gwerneirin, Treoif
carnedd, but the proiix dropped and it only survives now in its
early form in six cas?s.«% wetve got Tref-lyn, the township of
the laho ,.Oakley Parﬁ ;;y;)we'vo got Tre's Llan, the towvmship
around the chureh in Llandinan, Trewythen ~ the woody township

around about Trowython, and they've still got t;nber there -~ in

el
TrefeglwyszreCymmer, the towuship of the conforcnve of the broolk
I \, kfh b i (rO
you &at in, Llanldloos Cymerau, wiere the stroams coue down bnih

Yo ﬁ a‘w_“-w §

sides there nuar “the” caravan“putk Cymexr Abbey near Llanclltyd,
neaxr Dolgellau, you get the Lymer thexe again, Trefnant in
Tyrefoglwys, the towmship of the stream,lgp beyond Llawyryglyn, and
Trefeglwys, would have been the township around the chuxch which
has now heen absorbed into a neighbouring township. This
absorption happened here in Llanidloes. Gilfach Allt,fz;é;#the
town, used to be separate from Morfodion township, bul by 1826
the township was lmown as Gilfach Allt and Moxfodion, bracketing
thew togetggi. S0 no doubt Trefeglwys was separate at one tine
and then swallowed up with Bodaipch. Now if, as I say, you
gtarted with one family in the township, as it prew tghe land you
be sub-divided and it would $;§¥§};;other one. You'!ve got two
Glynbrochans in Glynbrochan tovmship. You've got three

Gwerneirins in Gwermeirin township, two Trewythens ih Trowythen

township, two Trawscoeds , I1'; not sure that there are not three
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Trawseoeds in Carno. Two Manledds in Manledd township, three
if you count Penisallanledd at the other end/fg%. And I think
we can say there are two Glynhafrens up the Severn, because the
01d Hall would be the old Glynhafren and then the qugfn )
Glynhafren is the presont farm, so it must have been:ﬁﬁg;;i
SQv}hut'B%xt week I wantmto talk to you about the administration
of the towmships, having just explained what a township isg
g%ﬂmrﬁﬁ/gﬂgmmap of Carno, there is the parish of Carno upyhero,
and therc are the three townships in Caino. Hlere is the Church

_Z,Lc N O
hore is the brook going through, this is Trawscoed, Glas#n and

]
.([ RPN
Derllwyn. You see here is the township of‘Glgaﬁd, this red one
part
with a detqghcdihere is Derllwyn and here is Trawscoed also with

sonie detached parts. de/ﬁhere are three townships in that
parisit, It is not easy to make maps of these townshlps, becausc

they are not on the vo ern raps, You've got to get something
wling
today, the, Parish awards and very caxrcfully
@&ai\ o ol 7‘4*
transfer the boundarics fron thnt to that. I've tried to transfc:

ﬂmtIcmﬂteqﬂMnf

the boundaries from the maps in the Church here for the townships

around the town . if anybody. wants to see where they are., There's

H“* ‘ } *‘\{L‘ﬁ'
' dd, here's Treflyn and Drithdir and

Gilfach Allt,
Manledd, Brithdir is around the Glyn and tho Garth ,you—see=thor

o H f =
And Glynhafren up theres U\i mx}(ﬁw( @w " r’ AT, =T o i
l £y 3 3 % ; 7\‘ % ‘x‘i ‘

k.
Thank you. very much. B i bt S Ty
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On Thursday evening, November 20th in Bethel
Street Schoolroom, you lknow where that is, not far from Benwbu'!s
the Ironmongers, at 7 o'clock Mr, Ion Trant of Macsmawr,
Guilsfield, Welshpool, is coming up to talk to us on"our changing
Countrysidm" and2will illustrate the talk. I am told he is &
first class photographer, so if you are not going to listen very
intently, you have uwuch to look at. And there's no charge for
admission and everybody'!s welconie, Now I hope we shall have a

good turnout for him, couiing up from Volshpool to nalk to us.

g T

“Now last woek, wo spent most of our time on the question of roads.

WAG O

Ve began with a discussion 04'thc bridle-ways by which these 1l0th
century travellers made their way over our hidl3 and we heard the
cotments of Dr. Pocock, the Dishop of Leath, riding up there past
Penrhiw and along the top of Maenhinon towards Plynlimon and also
Froncis Thowmson who went throupgh Llangurig and over by Glangwy
and right over the top to Cwm Ystwyth and then we looked at thé
bills submitted by Evan Elans of Ilafod Fraith for his rush down e
Herthyy4Titficld, as he called it, - Then we came 9£ to the
establishing of the tuvimpikes Trust in Montgomeryshire, The fire
if you will remember, was in 1769 and the second ono in 1773, that
just 200 years ago. And by the first Act our main road fro:
VWelshpool, Newtowm, Llandinam, Llanidloes, Llangurig to !'Steddfa,
was turnpiked, with gates on it and also unbeljevahly, the road
from Llanidloes over the top of Llwybyrmudiﬁ?ﬁggﬁ;g;ochhron
down to Machynlleth. That was a turnpike r;ad, if vou pleasec,
by the first Act, And in tho sccond Act we turnpiked the road
from ggfixbxééwGellilcfrith to Trefeglwys and then down to join
the road which was running through Pontdolgoch towards Carno anc
on, And we also turnpiked; again it seems hard to believe it{
AW

the road through Glynbrochan, they pust have taken a toll andrdt

ap
l\i'*" r-ie\}

nothing to the road, becauso)untll quite reoontly it!'s beon a
i



fourth grade road, that—ene_through Glyhibrochan. And also the
road up to Tylwch‘and the road which swings away at the finger
post at the top of %ryndu and round past the modern Llidiartywaen
school, W pas{;Wing Cgr;q%;dgfs and Beulah chapel and so over
towards Bwlchysarmau, and that was turmpiked too. But I think
it's pretty clear fhathfhgiﬂtook these tolls at the gates ba% they
did{nn do verxry ummch to the roads , because those roads untilw
quite recently have/ﬁ% heen verxry good, Well, we Wwooked at the
charges at the gates and noted the provigion for stopping up

and discontinuing two roads in this area which people could quitc
conceivably use for_dodging the tollgates. And de'one roadw
which was stopped.%&, and it looks like it too, was tho one comin
down by the side of VWVhite Illouse - that was closed by Act of

Parliancnt, so that you could no longer get up on to the hill

there at Cacencoed, Glanynant, and come along the top along the

/ 4 AN
the pate by«Father Gillespie's Priary,‘so they closed that one,

and to stop you dodging the gate by Hr. Evan Morgan's lane at
Bryndu, they stopped the lane which came down ovexr the face of the
Gorn, you know the xoad - it dgdges under the railway line and
conies into Well Lane, and that;;g; stopped by an Actfof
Parliament ,agsicedl. Well, we just had time at the end of the
class to have a look at thg,qgeation of the townships into which
this area was divided, Iggg;ig'the Cantref of Axrwystli, whfgﬂ;
should, 1n thcory he divided up into 100 L;:#QFTB, actually it is
nothlng like 100, It was just a fiction f};t should be 100 to
nake a Cantref. If it was a densely populated part of Vales
then you might get a hundred townships , but in this seni-
mountainous district, there were never a hundred. And I
reninded you at the end of the class of the names of these
townships. 1211 ru%-gh{ough them quickly again and alsojtold you
Ml S veallfs ’ Al

that they were &'uni@}of s?{f governument, Now we are seeing

great
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arecforsoylius i i

great changes oursel,ves in Local Government. April 1st 1974
saw the creatiqggﬁfcioxsi g?d the disappearance of the Shire of
Montgonery. Wo.have now hbeen down graded to a District. Well
Montgomeryshire County Council came into existence in 1888 -

it's only had a life of 86 vears and one of the first County
Aldermen was John Jenkins of Penygreen, Ile was made a County
Aldexman at the very beginning of the County Council, Thon we
had Urban Distryict Countcils and Nural District Councils and
Parish Councils in 189% and they've had a life of just 80 yoars.
The Llanidloos BDorough Council, as we lkmew it, only came in with
the Municipal Corporation Act of 18%% so it had a life of 138

to 13%nyears in thgt form. Vegil You might ask me if there was no
County Council til1l 1888, how was the county controlledf? Well,
it was controlled by the magistrates, J.Ps, sitting in Quarter
Segsions. They xan the County, There was'nt vcfgwmueh to do,
of course, but what was to be done,they did, and the towns and the
parishes - we shall coize to that later, ButAto?Lght I want to
look a t%e townships, and hexre in Llanidlooa,éfhaLcAla Llanidlecs
tawng“h;;e is Gilfach Allt coverxing the Gorn and also the slope
of the woodland side and aimo couthined with HMorfodion, which was
too small, obviously, to stand on its own feet so it was referrod
to as Gilfach Allt and lMoxrfodiom, 'jﬁbre is Glynhafren Iscocd

rumning up the Severn valley, and Brithdir covexrs Glyn Inll and

Garth; Ystradynod - you Ikmow whore that is, where the Sailing

Club is, all that area up there was oon township, Manlodd covers

(¥}

the Van, today we speak of it as the Van avea,

little-pocket, consigting of Bryntail and Penclun; which haa

belénged to Strata Marsella Abboy at Welsipool,—so~it-was-Church

property, and it was-always on its own, and we-never _get a

wi P
referenee—to- 1t in what-we- -are—doing now, Treflyn is the
township alongside Llyn Ebyr 1??k Gilfach Allt I have already

nentioned; roesllwybyr runs from Dol-Llys and Penrallt, up
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towards Dol-Llys Fach and joins up with Treflyn, And this one
hero, Hengynnwydd Fach, very large, very narrow, running from

Panydewisbren, top of the road to Llidiartywaen, a long narrow

stretch down to Clydfannau and it joins up with Treflyn Jﬁ&t near

o
e Oakley Park teday, And that I think rust have bee e latel

V’-

W A
creat g}oqf out of the old forest which divided chgyanqéﬁd
o WL vrds &
tha—e&deuaﬂland I think they cleared the woodland, made it int:
farus %?d that is why it i auch an extraordinary shape, tlroiigie
%\NNQ [ISEE IR

thoro? Llangurig; %ﬁﬁfﬁaxiuu ) hiﬁgfgxijg;?Glynhafron,
Glynbrochan, Glyngynnwydd, Qﬂﬁmﬁ&mhnr CLe€7g§uzt(m1@H{.
Trefegitys; Glyntrefnant, Bodiaoch, Ysgeiriaoth, Dolgwden,
Haestregoner, Llandinam; Trelan,(é?ound the viil&gé}iDethenyd/
up Llidiartywaen way, Esgairmaen over towards Banhadloé: Gwerneir:
you can guess whore thau is, Trewy Yhen;aﬁaosmawr, Carnedd, and the

iiﬁ Ve, h{ixa.\ 4'(0\ (VAN
have a Hengynnwydd too, running parall

with ours, and Rhydfaes,
Just beyond Tyddyn on the road to Hopbrool, Llanwnog; Weeg,

you Imow where the Veeg gate is, ynu»%ake‘ﬁ*uhvrt”ﬁﬁ@zg;gaﬁﬁ’fﬁa
road- e Sirnant, nCaersws, Esgogk‘#(‘,ﬂatell out towards
Llanwnog and Uwchlawrcoed, ruﬁgiu;-up towards Carno. Then

Carno itself, Llysyn, Trawscoed and Derllwyn. And Penstrowved ip
80 small, just onegtownship. You'll find a lot of those namos or
the lminch maps in front of you, Now twice o year the lord of t&
wanor, in later days it was Sir Watcyn Williams Wynn, LW

swaioned to some place in his manor, officials who answered for
what had been happening in each township. The neetings were
usually held at gxlInn in Llanidloee, Llangurig, Llandinam or
Carno and here the officials, the petty constable of each township,
supported by- Q}s\£ive~me higofive ijhiﬁlfive uen
that he'd gathered ﬂh to help him, tQé& reported»on the state of
affairs in the particular township, The petty const&ble had bhe:

chosen by his fellow farmers and they presented lists of offende:

in that township, and what these offences were I think you'll
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eV |«
gradually gather as we'lre tudyiﬁg the pxeaentmento. Now

Twech
presentuents for Arwystli Iscoed have heen ppblished. They

ok
were copled out frﬁm the Uational Library by the late Prof,
Axrthuy Lewis,(zhose sister, soume of you will renmembeyr, she vas
the manageress, owner of the Glansevern Arms at Llangurig,and her

‘pther was o very distinguished professor at Aberystwjth, and

GN m he vopiedrtgese out and printed them in our County Journal .

o e,u«i C\“
pf f I have not been able to get hold of any for tigb Arwystli Iscood

,J

fuxthor up—tie Llangurip exvea.  The ones I shall give you are, I
think)typicul of all nmisdemeancrs which were reporhed to the

steward of the Lord og\the lHanox, Carno kad three townships,

k.
two of them belonged to

he same manoy” as Bryntail abd Yenclun,

#
g0 wo don't lmow anything a t,jhbso but we do hear sowething

about tho other one and thatzis ?fjno I have neveyr CoOme across
any documents which tells you exactly what should go on in a
township, but I think if all the Statute Books of this country
wore lost in a fire, people in a hundred years tine would Imow
pretty well what they wore by xeading the reports of oux Law Coux's
and Magistrates! Couxts, You would realise thereo must be laws
saying you were not o park cars in certain places and not to
ride bikes without lights and all that sort of thing. You could
work out the laws from studying the offences. You must have
licences for dogs and T.V. pets, and goodness knows what,

and ghat you are still forbldden to drink on Sundays in
Merioneth. Now bwfore I begin looking at tho presentuents,

Y want you to look at this 1ittle map hore which ;ﬁ Just cover;ng
that central portion of Arwystli, and bhc’tntgés I have marked in
green, théy are not woods, they arc open, unfenced coummion land.

it is unbelieveable to sonie people that we ha@g;so wpuch open,

unfenced cormon land as late as the beginning of last century.

Here is all the area up towards $1iynlimon , Cwuijsiga. This is

the Maenhinon part here and this is above Glanynant and Caencoed.
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Thig one extending over this waysis tho top of GellileZfrith,
all along that hillside towards Hiriaeth and rwarhg down
towards the Vnn, This is tho Van hill , this ares here is
Dolguiden, between Bwlchyfan and the Fivs, Here is Waengaimo,
8t111l called the Vaen, the whole of that area of the Tronnon
mooxrs, “obln'“ﬂgnnh above Liynobyr, the ridge going down behind
Hophrook towards Treowythen and biaﬁuiﬂ\qn\ . This is Carnedd
and the hilll which you can sec Dbelind Carnedd farm. This is
Bryndu cormon here at Llanidloes and this portion here is that
ridpgoway towards Newchapol zua'x}uing; dowm towards the rivor,

All that was common and tho white parts on the map are people's
farms, privatelv owned farms, There axrc a lot of people who

inagine that "couon" nieans coumon to all tho ﬁooplermfvég
W

\h17eruapptoa ard Birmingharn and %o on, Bbut this cormion land was

$
al’ vefe t

not coixion ﬁo{EontgonorysuL1§}cven. It was'nt common ﬁopgrwyatli‘
R &

It was'nt comon to the perish of Llanidloes. It was only
"

common te the people in that particulaxr township. Nohody elseo

was to come in apd juake use of the cormpn land except the people

3{, VWas Ol 2ot i_:t( TN SR AT PN
in the township. 170, May 17th, Presontment. Presentment
LA

¥y
of Uvan Owen, Petly constable of the towmship of Llanyfynpdy in

tho padiil of Llangurig and his five men - his little courulttoc -
"We do present Evon Bvans of Cacuawr for not rising a ditch about
his ground, to which he threatons his noighbours for treapass,
And likewilse David Lewis o# Nanéyéuqﬁ Zor tho snue offonce -

both in the parish of Llengurig. And each wovo finod 10 shillings
- & lot of nmoney ~ wunless vepaired in a nonthfs time.

Presentuont of Jolm Davies of Ysotradynod and his five men,

Ve present VWythen Jones Uscuire, William lowell Esqguire, Thouas
Marsh Esquire, Edward Chapman, Edward Cleaton and 22 others

for cutting peat on Pencerrig common in the pari-h of Llanidloes
out of their township, So they'd gone into another township

to cut peat, Finc one shilling each,
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The Presentment of David Ldoyd of Glynhaftren and nf

7 Y

They do present Edward Davies of Ualrwyn,zthublibflz

Live nen,

ridge between Glynbrochan and the Castell and the Ba¢]ey} for
cutting and burning a “stang of hetting" upon u COEBUOL L&llud
Br&%&nt. Fined nine shillings, Vhat thoy dld thny;haawn
spocial 1nstrumnnt rather like o flat ghovel with a loqg handle
to it, and you pushed this along undarneath/ad&.cut the surfuc&
of tho tuxf off and then you burnt this andfy@u ool it away and
plowghed it in , dug it in end liphtoned youriownxaoil on your
wn land with 1t by skinning of¥® tho good un¢£ frou the corwon

q el
and just leavé' it hare - and that was aho' e, Fined nine shilliy
for that,

86 This wont down to the Assigrs in Welshpool., The Grand Juyy
proesent Thomas VWood in the Perisl of Llanidloos, for cutting and
cexrying away two cartloads of foin off a common called
Gellilefrith, He'd gone out of the town, up thexe, and taken the
stuff off the cormmwon. Also John Impren fov aot repairing his
fence hetween Typolle and a cormien ecallod Bryntratael in the
parish of Lliengurig, Unless repaired witiin two months, fined
twenty shillings,

Pregontuent of Edward Evene, petty counstable of Haestrepgomcr in

Trofeglwys, Vo prosent Willilam Jones for enclosing two pioces

of land joining Dwyn Greon - have you heen able to identify that -

Bwyn Green, containing about half an nere of land, ? Vhat he hagd

done you sce was to take- his-owi-land—tore-snd add a little hit

of the commion on %o 1t, alongside hisg land, He wasp fineffive

shillings and threepence for that, for half an acre, Not

exactly oxcessive, was it? Likewisc we p-eggnt the inhabitants

of tne same township for not having a p&ﬂSZ&ﬂ;” You had to have

a pin olé with a wall or a fence round it into which stray aninals
b

¥
were put, so they could™nt go blundering about and tranpling in

people's corn and if they were caught they were put in a



TAPE 16 Page 21
pinfold and somebody would coue and pay to take them away.
Every township had to have its pinfold and because they had'nt got
one they were fined 3 unless repainggbefore the next court

. Also they presented lir, Evgn Woosnam who lived
at Bodaioch, for not cleaning and scouring the ditch joining the
road leading to the viladge of Trefeglwys down to Bodaloch
bridge and which ought to be repaired by the same Mr, Evan
Voosnamn, e was fined 10 shillings if he did it.

¢ *’mvwf,ﬁfﬂffg

1789; Evan Chapuan of the township of 1d - thai-of-eour
ig..Y¥Ystradynod, Wo present lr, Evan Jones, Clergyman, for
carrying turfs from the townshilp of Yesterdonald, having no right

‘\vl Cgl("‘
to do so, Mr, David Davies, Gfover, for the same, Edward

;ﬁeaton Skinner, !Hargaret Evans Skinner, Thomas Marsh, Attorney,
Vidow llughes, Samuel Drunt, Thomas Nathan, and 23 others, They
fined them six pence each, They present one bavid Jerman of
Manledd and his five men. Ve do present David Smith for three
acyes of land enclosed up at a place called Allt Y Castell -
higszﬁd his five meﬂrhad nothing else to present, ;It's written
down as I rend it to you - "Ilim and his five men."j
The presentuenﬁﬁxi‘ﬂdward Evans of the township of Cilmachy -
that's Cilﬁychan and his five men, Ve do present the turnpékk
road leading from Evanfﬁstephena the Turnpike, that would be
by Mr. Evan Horgan's gate, to Drddnant - that would be DBradnant -
for it not being passable and that the inhabitant of the said
township ought to repair the same, Fined thirty shillings
if the road is not repaired in six weeks, You will notice that
turnpike road or no turnpike road, the people of the township
still had to keep 1t in oxrder.

The presentment of Giles I{ills of the township of Dolgwden and
his five nen, NWB do present two bridges, the one called Cerrist
and the other called(Goodwi; - well the Cerrist one is the

1ittle one at the bottom of the hill in the hamlet of Cerrist,
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and the‘Goodwinzis the brook at the gates of Mr, Jerman's farm
at Glangwden - for nothhaving proper handrails - there were
just planks across the prook, with a handrail at the side -
and that the inhabitgaé% the townships of Dolgwden and Manledd
ught to repair the said bridges jointly - because th?xwgiﬁér};
the boundary between Manledd and Dolgwden, then both lets-of
pFObie should share the responsibility.
Presentment of John Humphreys, petty constable of Ysgaerieth
and his five men. Ve present a bridge called Ponprenddu, over the
river Trannon, for not being passable without a person being in
danger, That I can well believe, When you go to Llawryglyn
you go yound the back of Gwernafon and you pass over the main
stream, there's a good bridge there, then you go a little bit=
further on past the carpenter's shop and there's a very nasty
gully, that's Ponprenddu, and if there was'nt a handrail on that
bridge you could come an awful hgﬁ ler" into it. Fine ten
shillings if not repaired within two months from this day. Here's
a whole list again of people cutting turfs, I's going to read it
to you because it may be ifiieresting to Imow whw was living in
these farxms in 1796, Edward Chapman of Penybanc, Richard
Humphreys of Penrhiw; David Chapuman of Cefnpenarth; Lvan Huaphreye
of Drainbyrion; Richard Owen of Gwestyd; David Davies of Eblyd;
(1y great great grandfather in trouble, I see) George Davies of
Malgwyn; David Jones of Llwynbrynﬁéd;;:\navid Jerman of Penclunj;
Thomas Davies of Bryntail; Lewis Lewis of lManledd, Evan Lewis of
the Van, David Jexrman of Thoy Tago- I suppose that is Cae Iago -

< A

FEdward Lewis of Brongeifr, Ddward Ashton of wal uan, Iichard
Beedle of Potatq ilall - you kpu where that is, ;n the lane to
Hiriaeth -~ Edward Evans of Llwyncrwn; Richard VWoosnam of
Manledd, Meredith Thomas of Brithdir., They had all been cuttin

peat in the wrong township and fineione shilling each.
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Presentment of John Hughes, Petty constable, Gilfach Allt -
tpat's ?§& the area around the Goxrn and Bryndu. We present
David Ingram for erecting a cottage upon a common called Bryndu
in the said manor. Fined 40 shillings. Ditto, Thomas Price
for the like, Richard Owen, Butcher, for the like, Edward Lewis,
Edward Davies, Edward lughes, and the last two also enclosed an
acre each, Fined half a crown. Joln Jones for a cottage Bn
Bryndu, Mary Evans, widow, %40 shillings, Hunphrey Rees, 40
shillings, David Lloyd, 40 shillings. Now ten cottages popped

PN ¢ ,,-
up on Bryndu and presented at one Court AL . I wonder
{ -

i

how many of them still stand - at loast are they the sites of
modern houses that we lknow up on Ihc'y'nc}.u'.{"}z Did they begin as
cottages in that way; You Imow, this question of building a
cottage on the coumon, if, shall we say in Trefeglwys or
Llangurig, @ farmer had a second son or a third son and there
was no accormodation for him in the far house, he would Just
pinch a bit of land from the cormion and build a cottage there,
and that would bhe looked upon quite sympathetically at the
Court‘%gﬁ}- . But if, on the other hand, the man went and
built three or four cottages and then set about letting them orx
selling them, then he got his Iknuckles rapped heavily. That was
not the thing to do - they objected very strongly.

1802; Richard Davies, Potty Constable Glynhafren Uwchcoed.

We present Andrew liodgson, Evan Evans, Thomas llowells, for
erecting cottage§ on & comuon called Pencastell or Castell in the
same anor. That's up there towards the Castell and the Bailoy.
Fined 40 shillings, pDitto, Morgan Evans and Richard Lvans for
erecting cottages upon a COMION called Ilallt Gdoh , that's near
My, HNefin Bemnett's house - Graig ¥ Llo - forty shillings.

Evan Evans for erecting a cottage upon a coumosn called

CaeWedddi ~ that!s mear Guest up there - 40 shillings too.
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1804; They were hot on cottages at this particular time -
the township of Glynhafren Uwchcoed, a cottage on

Morghn- that's up there towards !?,uachlog, right

up beyond W%@-«uf :
@



